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REFERENDUM ACT, 1902.

The Legislature of Manitoba having passed an Act respecting the prohi
bition of the sale of intoxicating liquors in the province, and the judicial
committee of the Privy Council of England having decided that the Act
was intra vires of the provincial authority, the Legislature by an Act styled
“The Referendum Act, 1902, ” appointed the 2nd of April, 1902 as the day
on which the electors should answer the questiorr; “ Are you in favour of
bringing the Liquor Act into force on the lst day of June, 1902.”

The Referendum Act provided that the Liquor Act should be brought
into force, (1) if 45 per cent of the total number of persons entitled to vote
gave affirmative answers to the question submitted, or (2) if at least 60 per
cent of the persons so entitled, actually voted, and 60 per cent of these
voted “yes,” or (3) if 62} per cent of the actual voters answed “yes.”

The official returns show the following results of the vote :—

Total affirmative answers to said question.... 15,607

Total negative answers to said question. . 22,464
Total number voting........................ 38,071
Total number of persons entitled to vote. . ... .. 74,4;

The Liquor Act, 1902 (Ontario), provided in effect for the prohibition of
the sale by retail in the province of fermented spirituous and malt liquors.
Boarding houses, clubs and societies were inhibited keeping liquors on their
premises, and only limited quantities were to be kept by doctors and
druggists, and by clergymen for sacramental purposes.



